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qeTevan diRmelaSvili 

 

samTavros istoriis ucnobi furclebi 

(arqeologiuri da wyaroTmocdneobiTi analizi) 

2002 wlamde samTavros monastris istoria mxolod wyaroebis 

monacemebze dayrdnobiT iwereboda. qarTuli naratiuli wyaroebi da 

samarTlis dokumentebi ki am taZris irgvliv bevr informacias arc 

iZleoda. dazustebiT isic ar iyo cnobili, dRevandeli samTavros taZari 

idga Tu ara im adgilas, sadac mefe mirianma zemo eklesia aago. 

samTavros taZris warsulis kvleva axal fazaSi Sevida 2002 wlidan, 

roca samTavros monasterSi pirveli arqeologiuri gaTxrebi daiwyo. am 

wels taZris iatakis dasadableblad daiwyo samuSaoebi, rasac moyva 

interieris arqeologiuri Seswavla (yifiani 2007: 11-37). kvlevebma wyaroebis 

cnobebs simtkice Semata. dadasturda, rom ,,moqcevai qarTlisai~-sa da 

leonti mrovelTan daculi cnoba mirian mefis mier qalaqis gareubanSi, 

galavans miRma, mayvlovanSi taZris aSenebisa, swored samTavros 

teritorias gulisxmobda (moqcevai qarTlisai 1963: 87; leonti mroveli 1955: 

118). dRevandeli feriscvalebis taZari dgas samnavian bazilikaze, romelsac 

ormwkrivi sami svetiT gayofili navebi da Sverili absidi qonda. bazilikis 

samxreT-dasavleT nawilSi, zustad iq, sadac wyaro miuTiTebda mirian 

mefisa da nana dedoflis sakrZalavs (moqcevai qarTlisai 1963: 91), marTlac 

aRmoCnda sicariele, romelic XI s. taZris Senebisas samSeneblo RorRiT 

SeevsoT (yifiani 2007: 17-24). saintereso iyo imis aRmoCenac, rom Tavad 

mirianis mier aSenebuli bazilika idga ufro adreuli periodis nagebobaze. 

es ukanaskneli rotonda (mrgvali nageboba) gaxldaT da gamTxrelis 

samarTliani SeniSvniT, taZari unda yofiliyo (yifiani 2007: 23-25). rodis 

daingra rotonda, zustad Tqma Znelia. araa gamoricxuli, is specialurad 

daengriaT qarTlis gaqristianebis Semdeg, iseve, rogorc armazcixeze 

aSenebuli eqvsabsidiani taZari (nikolaiSvili 2011: 32).  
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istoriuli monacemebiT, mirianis dros aSenebuli bazilika V 

saukunidan, mas Semdeg rac sveticxovlis xis taZari daingra, qarTlis 

mTavarepiskoposTa rezidenciad iqca. mas Semdeg ki, rac vaxtang gorgasalma 

sveticxoveli aRadgina da is saqaTvelos kaTolikosis rezidenciad 

gamoacxada, samTavro qarTlis episkoposTa centri gaxda (juanSeri 1955: 198; 

WaniSvili 2008: 29).  

mirianis droindel taZars rom Tavisi sataZro Temi yavda, amaze 

metyvelebs taZris dasavleTiT 2011 wels arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad 

gamovlenili IV-V ss. mZlavri kulturuli fena1 (tab.I-II, IV-1). aq gaiTxara 

xuTi mcire zomis Tone (maTi diametri 50-52 santimetris farglebSi 

meryeobda) sqeli nacrovani danaleqiT. isini moyavisfrod da mowiTalod 

gamomwvari Txelkedliani Toneebi iyo, miwaSi mcired Cadgmuli (sixaruliZe. 

. . 2011). rogorc sxvadasxva teritoriaze warmoebuli gaTxrebi gviCvenebs, 

aseTi mcire zomis Toneebi miwaSi ar idgmeboda, ar qondaT sasule da 

ZiriTadad gamoiyeneboda sataZro-saritualo puris dasamzadeblad 

(buCukuri 2007: 109-111). 

vfiqrobT, saTone fardulis tipis saTavso nageboba unda yofiliyo, 

romelsac hqonda dasavleTis kedeli, danarCeni mxareebi ki SesaZloa Ria 

fanCaturis tipis qonoda. saTonis dasavleTis kedeli SemorCenilia natexi 

qvisa da talaxiT Semtkicebuli safuZvliT, romelzec alizis kedeli unda 

yofiliyo amoyvanili. am saToneSi aRmoCenilma WurWelma (xeladebi, kaTxa, 

Cafebi, badiebi, langrebi, dergebi) da samSeneblo keramikam (Rariani da 

brtyeli kramitebi), saTonis arsebobis periodi zustad gansazRvra _ IV-V 

ss. (sixaruliZe . . .2011). 

taZris inetirierisa da am saTavso-saTonis gaTxrebis monacemebi 

erTmaneTs emTxveva: orive maTgani erTi da igive periodSia dangreuli da 

rogorc Cans, Semosevis dros. amaze naTlad miuTiTebs Tundac is faqti, 

                                                           
1
 2011 wels samTavros arqeologiur gaTxrebs xelmZRvanelobda arqeologi a. sixaruliZe. 
monawileobas viRebdiT arqeologebi: k. kalandaZe, g. manjgalaZe, q. diRmelaSvili, mxatvar-
arqiteqtori - l. favleniSvili, anTropologi – l. biTaZe. gaTxrebis Sedegebis erTi 
nawili gamoica calke naSromad (sixaruliZe. . . 2012), xolo ZiriTadi nawili 
gamouqveynebelia. arqeologiuri kvlevis angariSebi inaxeba saqarTvelos kulturuli 
memkvidreobis dacvis erovnuli saagentos erovnul arqivsa da didi mcxeTis arqeologiur 
saxelmwifo muzeum-nakrZalSi. 
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rom erT-erT ToneSi aRmoCnda SemTxveviT Cavardnili mTliani xelada 

(sixaruliZe . . . 2011). wyaroebTan Sejerebis safuZvelze arqeologebi 

vfiqrobT, rom bazilika Tavis sataZro TemTan erTad aoxrebas da ngrevas 

ganicdis vaxtang gorgaslis mefobis bolos iranelTa laSqrobis dros, 

roca juanSeris mixedviT, sparselebma ver aiRes qalaqi mcxeTa, magram 

moaoxres mcxeTis Semogareni (juanSeri 1957: 202; yifiani 2007: 31). 

rogorc Cans, taZari safuZvlianad daingra da sataZro Temic moiSala 

vidre XI s.-mde. taZris interieris Seswavlam naTlad daadastura, rom IV-V 

ss. bazilikis ngrevis Semdeg, XI s. gumbaTovani taZris Senebamde, aq 

araferi Secvlila (yifiani 2007: 30-31).  

igive informacias iZleva taZris dasavleTi mimdebare teritoriis 

arqeologiuri Seswavlac. VI-X ss. kulturuli fena aq mxolod 

samarxebiTaa warmodgenili. niSandoblivia, rom samarxebidan (sul gaiTxara 

am periodis 5 samarxi) erT-erTi, kombinirebuli – kramitiTa da qviSaqvis 

filiT nagebi – samarxi IV-V ss. Toneebis gverdiTaa Cadgmuli (tab.II, IV-1). 

samarxebi yvela dasavleTidan aRmosavleTiskenaa damxrobili. maTgan oTxi 

qvasamarxia, xolo erTi, rogorc aRvniSneT, kombinirebuli samarxi. 

sainteresoa, rom or SemTxvevaSi micvalebulebi qristianuli sakrZalavi 

wesis darRveviTaa dakrZaluli – gverdze, kidurebmoxrili (#1 qvasamarxi 

da #2 kombinirebuli samarxi). samarxebSi aRmoCenili inventari (abzinda, 

vercxlis beWedi xucuri asoebiT, jvris gamosaxulebiani brinjaos sakidi 

da brinjaos burTula sakidi) da samarxebis gamarTva IV-V ss. fenaze, 

metyvelebs, rom isini VI-VIII ss. samarxebia. Semdgom periodSi aq yvelanairi 

cxovrebis kvali qreba da 60 santimetriani steriluri fena Cndeba 

(sixaruliZe . . . 2011). 

samTavros taZris axali sicocxle da istoriis meore etapi IX 

saukunis miwurulidan iwyeba. taZris sakurTxevlis bemaze Sesrulebuli 

vrceli asomTavruli warwera yveba, rom adarnase II qarTvelTa mefe 

mcxeTas mosula, aq gamefebula da samTavros saydari uyidia. marTalia, 

warwera XVII saukuneSia Sesrulebuli, magram paleograf v. silogavas 

mosazrebiT, is IX s. 90-ian wlebSi Sesrulebuli dednidan unda iyos 

gadawerili, romelic, cxadia, aq mdgar Tanadroul taZarSi iyo Cadgmuli 
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(silogava 2011: 20-25). sxva informacia am periodis samTavroSi taZris 

arsebobisa, Cven ar mogvepoveba2.  

XI saukunis dasawyisidan ukve macxovris feriscvalebis saxelobis 

taZari igeba. rogorc Cans, amas mohyveba sataZro Temis gaCenac. rasac 

adasturebs taZris ezoSi gaTxrili momdevno kulturuli fena (tab.I-II, IV-

1). 

niSandoblivia, rom damxmare saTavso nageboba, romelic aseve 

saToniTaa warmodgenili, zustad wina periodis Toneebzea gamarTuli, rac 

mexsierebiTi tradiciis arsebobaze miuTiTebs. 

am periodis saTone nagebi iyo talaxiT Semtkicebuli riyisa da natexi 

qvis safuZvelze amoyvanili alizis kedlebiT (iseve, rogorc wina periodis 

saTavso). saToneSi gaiTxara sami saSualo da didi zomis Tone, romlebic 

miwaSi sanaxevrod iyo Cadgmuli (tab.II, IV-1). samTavroSi gaTxrili Toneebi 

iseTive wesiTaa damzadebuli, rogorc araerT sxva namosaxlarze gaTxili 

Toneebi. maTgan erTi adgilze iyo nagebi sorslebiT, xolo ori SesaZloa 

sxva adgilas nakeTebi nawilebiT adgilze SeekraT. Toneebi sqelkedlebiani 

da kargad gamomwvari gaxldaT. zogierT maTgans Signidan puris ukeT 

moWidebisTvis nakawri ornamentic qonda gakeTebuli (sixaruliZe. . . 2011; 

buCukuri 2007: 109-111; mindoraSvili 2008: 41-44). ToneebSi dadasturebuli 

TiTqmis 15 santimetriani nacrovani fena miuTiTebda, rom Toneebi 

intensiurad gamoiyeneboda. es mosalodnelic iyo, radgan sam Tones 

erTmaneTis mijriT aravin gamarTavda, amis aucilebloba da moTxovnileba 

rom ar yofiliyo. Tu eTnografiul tradicias gaviTvaliswinebT (puris 

moculobas) da ToneebSi Casakrav puris formad aRmosavluri SoTis purs 

moviazrebT, Toneebis zomebidan gamomdinare, yoveldRiurad maTSi 80-mde 

puri unda CaekraT. es maCvenebeli imaze miuTiTebs, rom saTone saSualod 

taZarTan dakavSirebul 100 adamians mainc emsaxureboda.  

                                                           
2
 arsebobs, mosazreba, rom samTavros taZris CrdiloeTi minaSeni (ekvderi), romelic dRes 
ioane oqropiris saxelobisaa, taZarze adreulia (andRulaZe. . . 1990: 254; WaniSvili 2008: 
209). samwuxarod, 2002-2003 wlebis arqeologiuri gaTxrebis dros, kvleva am minaSenSi ar 
momxdara, amitom arqeologiurad ramis Tqma, am minaSenis Sesaxeb, SeuZlebelia.  



5 
 

saTonis teritoriaze da ToneebSi aRmoCenili Camtvreuli WurWeli 

metyvelebs, rom saTone mZlavri zemoqmedebis Sedegad ganadgurda XIII s. 

bolosTvis (sixaruliZe . . . 2011).  

saTonis gverdiT, mis samxreTiT unda yofiliyo aseve sameurneo 

daniSnulebis nageboba, radgan am teritoriaze gaiTxara ramdenime qvevri, 

romelTagan erTSi Rvinis kristaluri danaleqic aRmoCnda (sixaruliZe . . . 

2011). 

taZris maStaburobis, mniSvnelobis da statusidan gamomdinare 

(saepiskoposo), bunebrivia mas saTonesTan erTad unda qonoda sxva 

nagebobebic, sadac moiazreboda sasuliero pirTa sacxovrebeli, galavani 

da sxva daniSnulebis nagebobebi. maTi erTi nawili mdgara taZrisa da 

saTonis dasavleTiT, rac dadasturda 2015 wels amJamindeli senakebis wina 

monakveTze warmoebuli arqeologiuri gaTxrebiT3 (tab.III, IV-2,3). aRmoCnda 

qviSaqvis duRabze nagebi sakmaod mtkice kedlebis (maT Soris godolis?) 

naSTebi. samwuxarod, am etapze, Cven ar SegviZlia ganvsazRvroT nagebobis 

daniSnuleba, radgan am kedlebis gagrZeleba dRevandeli senakebis qveSaa 

savaraudebeli, rac amJamad warmoudgenels xdis teritoriis kvlevas. 

nageboba rom mniSvnelovani gaxldaT, amaze miuTiTebs ara mxolod 

kedlebis sigane da simtkice (rasac imave periodis saTone-nagebobaze ver 

vitviT), aramed misi daxurvac kramitiT.  

amave adgilas aRmoCenilma keramikuli nawarmis wunma (wundebuli 

doqebis fragmentebi) daadastura, rom samonastro Temi saWiro keramikul 

nawarms adgilzeve, Tavis keramikul saxelosnoSi amzadebda. sad iyo 

ganTavsebuli es saxelosno, amaze saubari am etapze SeuZlebelia 

(diRmelaSvili 2015).  

saTonis analogiurad, aqac, qvitkiris kedlebiani nagebobis ngreva 

sakmaod mZlavri zemoqmedebis Sedegad Cans gamowveuli. saTonis da am 

kedlebis perimetrze aRmoCenili artefaqtebi mTlianad eqceva XI-XIII 

saukuneebSi (diRmelaSvili 2015).  

                                                           
3
 arqeologiur samuSaoebebSi vmonawileobdiT: arqeologebi q. diRmelaSvili (samuSaoebis 
xelmZRvaneli) da k. koberiZe, mxatvar-arqiteqtori r. beriZe. samuSaoebis sruli angariSi 
daculia saqarTvelos kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis erovnuli saagentos arqivsa da 
didi mcxeTis arqeologiur saxelmwifo muzeum-nakrZalSi. 
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am periodSi wyaroebSi kargadaa cnobili sami SemTxveva, romelsac 

mZlavri ngreva mohyva: didi Turqoba, 1089 wlis miwisZvra da 1283 wlis 

miwisZvra. Cvens SemTxvevaSi gasaTvaliswinebelia ori momenti: 1. 

arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad dadasturebuli mdgomareoba uCvenebs, 

rom ngreva araa gamowveuli SemoseviT. kramitebis didi raodenobiT 

Cazvinva kedlebis gare perimetrze mxolod miwisZvris Sedegad SeiZleboda 

momxdariyo; 2. am perimetrze aRmoCenili artefaqtebi ZiriTadad XIII 

saukuniT TariRdeba. arqeologiur monacemebs mSvenivrad avsebs qarTuli 

wyaroebis cnoba, rom 1283 wlis aRdgomas momxdarma miwisZvram 

saqarTveloSi araerTi nageboba daangria, maT Soris mcxeTac 

(JamTaaRmwereli 1959: 278). amdenad, vfiqobT, 1283 wlis miwisZvras taZarTan 

erTad sataZro Temic unda Sewirvoda.  

momdevno periodis Sesaxeb wyaroebi utyvia. werilobiTi ZeglebiT Tu 

vimsjelebT, samTavros taZris ganaxlebis savaraudo periodad aleqsandre 

didis mefoba unda moviazroT. vaxuSti araerTxel ixseniebs aleqsandre I, 

rogorc mcxeTis aRmSenebels (vaxuSti 1973: 294-299), rac bunebrivia, mxolod 

sveticxovlis aRdgenas ar unda gulisxmobdes4. igives ambobs 

arqeologiuri monapovaric. taZarma rom garkveuli cvlileba ganicada, es 

2002-2003 wlebSi taZris interieris Seswavlamac daadastura (yifiani 2007: 

19).  

amaves metyvelebs taZris dasavleTi teritoriis gaTxrebic, romlis 

mixedviTac, sataZro sicocxle aq xelaxla XV saukunidan iwyeba. XIII s. 

saTonis teritoriaze mousworebiaT miwa, da Semdeg Zvel kedlebze 

amouyvaniaT orsenakiani nagebobis riyis qvis Tevzifxuri wyobiT nagebi 

kedlebi. am nagebobaSi aRmoCenili qvevrebisa da dergebis mixedviT Tu 

vismjelebT, romelTagan erTi nawili Toneebad Cans gamoyenebuli, nageboba 

saTone-saTavso unda yofiliyo (sixaruliZe . . . 2011).  

                                                           
4
 ufro metic. axali qarTlis cxovrebis teqsti uTiTebs, rom Semonazvnebulma aleqsandre 
didma mcxeTis CrdiloeT nawilSi ,,aRaSena misTvis senakni da saxlni didni qviTkirisanni 
mcxeTas misgan aRSenebul mTavarangelozis ekuderTana, da mun dadga, vidremdis 
cxovrobda~ (axali qarTlis cxovreba 1959: 475). mogvianebiT, igive taZris Senebas, Tu 
ganaxlebas qarTlis cxovreba ukve av-giorgis miawers, sadac daikrZala kidec kaxeTis 
mefe (axali qarTlis cxovreba 1959: 351). sad unda mdgariyo aleqsandres samyofeli da 
Tavad mTavarangelozis eklesia ekvderiT, dRes ucnobia.  
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am saTone-saTavsos ageba unda emTxveodes taZris samreklos aSenebis 

periods. arqiteqturuli stilistikis mixedviT mecnierebi samreklos XV-

XVI ss. aTariReben (andRulaZe. . . 1990: 256). 2011 wels samreklos 

dasavleTisa da aRmosavleTis kedlebis Sida perimetrze gavlebulma 

Txrilebma uCvena, rom samreklo TaRovani svetebiT idga did qviSaqvis 

baliSebze, romelTa done srulad Seesabameboda riyis qvis kedlebis dones 

(sixaruliZe . . . 2011).  

arqeologiuri da werilobiTi wyaroebis safuZvelze, vfiqrobT, ar 

unda iyos usafuZvlo, taZrisa da sataZro Temis ganaxleba aleqsandre 

didis saxels davukavSiroT. 

riyis qvis kedliT nagebi saTavso-nagebobis arsebobis zeda 

qronologiis zustad gansazRvra, saTanado masalis simwiris gamo, Znelia. 

cnobilia, rom XVII s. Sua xanebSi samTavros taZari xelaxla SeukeTebiaT 

da mouxatavT mariam dedoflis brZanebiT (andRulaZe. . . 1990: 254-255; 

silogava 2007: 20-25), magram ra bedi ewia danarCen sataZro Tems, es ucnobia. 

erTi ramis Tqma mainc SegviZlia: 1850-iani wlebis dasawyisisTvis nageboba 

ukve didi xnis dangreulia (ufro adre, vidre saepiskoposo centri 

moiSleboda) da misi arsebobis faqtic ki sruliad ucnobia aq arsebuli 

dedaTa monastrisaTvis. amaze cxadad metyvelebs taZrisTvis raRaciT 

sapativcemulo qalbatonis, aznauris meuRlis – kekela TaziSvilis 

akldamis aq gamarTva, romlis drosac mTlianad CaWres riyis qvis kedeli 

da XIII saukunis fenebamdec ki davidnen (tab.II-1,2) (sixaruliZe . . . 2011). 

XIX s. 20-iani wlebidan samTavros istoriaSi axali etapi iwyeba da is 

nino amilaxvris saxelTanaa dakavSirebuli, romelmac aq dedaTa monasteri 

daaarsa (vrclad samTavros dedaTa monastris Sesaxeb ixileT: g. 

WaniSvilis monografia). 

amdenad, naratiuli, lapidaruli da arqeologiuri monacemebis 

Sejerebam samTavros taZris ucnobi furclebi cotaTi Seavso. vimedovnebT, 

rom samTavros monastris teritoriaze momavalSi ganxorcielebuli 

SesaZlo arqeologiuri kvleva-Zieba kidev ufro met informacias 

Segvmatebs. 
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tabulebis aRwera: 

tabula I-1,2 – samTavros taZris dasavleTiT gaTxrili teritoriis 

gen.gegma. 

tabula II-1,2 – samTavros taZris dasavleTiT gaTxrili nagebobebis 

Wrilebi. 

            3 – samTavros taZris dasavleTiT gaTxrili saToneebis 

gegma da stratigrafiuli Wrili. 

tabula III-1,2 – samTavros taZris dasavleTiT, senakebis qveS 

gamovlenili nagebobebis gen.gegma da Wrili. 

tabula IV-1 – saToneebis stratigrafiuli Wrili. 

            2,3 – senakebis qveS gawmendili nagebobebis naSTebi.  
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Ketavan Digmelashvili 

Unknown Pages of the History of Samtavro  

(Archaeological and Source Study Analysis) 

Summary 

Before the year 2002, the history of the Samtavro Monastery was written only on the basis of 

the evidence of sources. As a result of the archaeological excavations, conducted at Samtavro in 

2002-2003 and 2011-2015, the monastery history was complemented with additional information. 

The excavations in the interior of the church confirmed the evidence of the Georgian written 

sources that at the site of the domed church, built in the 11
th

 c., there was a three-nave stone basilica 

in the 4
th

-5
th 

cc. Before constructing the basilica, a round pagan temple had been found here, which 

must have been deconstructed after the conversion to Christianity. 

In the 4
th

-5
th 

cc. the church had auxiliary buildings. In 2011 a bakery was discovered in the 

yard of the church The bakery contained five small ovens for baking ritual bread. 

The basilica and its auxiliary buildings must have been destroyed at the turn of the 5
th

-6
th

 cc. 

during the Persian invasion. 

In the 6
th

-9
th

 cc. this territory represented a cemetery. 5 burials of different types that have 

come to light here are dated to this period.   

At the end of the 9
th

 c. there was a church at this place, which was bought by King Adarnase II 

of Kartli. A new domed church was constructed at the beginning of the 11
th

 c. From this period a 

numerous monastic community appeared at the Samtavro Monastery, which was at the same time 

the Kartli episcopal throne.  On the site of the ruined bakery of the 4
th

-5
th 

cc. a new bakery was built, 

with three large ovens. Up to 80 loaves of bread were baked in these ovens on average daily.  Along 

with the bakery, in the yard of the church there must have been other stone buildings of different 

purpose (palace, tower?). 

The monastery was destroyed by a powerful earthquake in 1283. Its restoration began from the 

15
th

 c. – a new dome was made, a bell tower, a bakery and a wine cellar were constructed. In the 17
th

 

c. restoration works were again conducted and wall paintings were executed in the church. The 

monastic or church community must have existed until the 18
th

 c. From 1927 a nunnery was 

founded at Samtavro, which functions to the present day.  
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tabula II 
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tabula III 
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tabula IV 

 


